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The Work of Christmas 
By Rev. Chris Carrasco 

 
 Sometime in November, as things now 
stand, the "Christmas season" begins. The 
streets are hung with lights, the stores are    
decorated with red and green, and you can't 
turn on the radio without hearing songs about 
the spirit of the season and the glories of Santa Claus. The         
excitement builds to a climax on the morning of  December 25, and 
then it stops, abruptly. Christmas is over, the New Year begins, and 
people go back to their normal lives. 
 

 The traditional Christian celebration of Christmas is exactly 
the opposite. Even though the “after Christmas” sales are in full 
swing December 26, the church is still celebrating the birth of Jesus 
for 12 more days. We all know the famous 12 Days of Christmas 
song, especially after Don Bradway led such a unique rendition at 
Wasserhund. While we might not be giving our true love strange 
gifts for these twelve days, Christmas itself is celebrated in the 
church through Epiphany, January 6. Unfortunately, most people 
are simply too tired after Christmas Day to do much celebrating. 
 

 The "real" 12 days of Christmas are important because they 
give us a way of reflecting on what the Incarnation means in our 
lives. Christmas commemorates the most momentous event in   
human history—the entry of God into the world, in the form of a  
baby. That baby changes our lives, not just for one month out of 
the year, but the whole year long. 
 

 Even after the 12 days of Christmas are over, the work and 
impact of Christmas continues. Howard Thurman said it best in his 
poem, “The Mood of Christmas.” The birth of Jesus compels us to 
live with a mission attitude: to find the lost, to heal the broken, to 
feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to 
bring peace among people, to make music in the heart.” HOW 
each of us lives these out will be different, but it’s up to the church 
to encourage, challenge, and provide opportunities to continue this 
work of Christmas all year long.  
 

 In fact, that’s the heart of our vision. Abiding in Christ: Sent 
to Grow, Shine, and Love. We have abided in Christ this Advent 
season reflecting on hope, peace, joy, and love. Now we are sent, 
sent to grow in our relationship with God, sent to shine Christ’s light 
in the world, sent to love God and our neighbors. Our vision is   
outward focused. It’s at the heart of a mission attitude.  
         Cont. 

Abiding in Christ: Sent to Grow, Shine, and Love 

Volume 11   Issue 1 



January                                                                                                                                                                                                                             2 

 

     2018 begins our first year as partners with JCOC as we literally feed the hungry and be a 
channel of finding the lost, healing the broken, and bringing peace. Connect is praying about more 
ways to get out into our community to be a blessing. Serve is planning local and international    
opportunities to love our neighbor. Grow is creatively experimenting with small groups outside the 
church building. Communication is praying about how we can embrace and take advantage of 
various ways to better be a digital presence in this community. Finance is branching out to online 
giving. Yes, 2018 promises various ways we can go out, sent into the world to grow, shine, and 
love. 
 

      May we follow Thurman’s prompting to begin the work of Christmas in 2018. Take advantage 
of what this church will offer to go out into our community to bless others. What are the ways you 
will commit to being sent to grow, shine, and love this year? 
 

      I hope each and every one of you had a wonderful Christmas making special memories with 
family and friends. Actually, let me rephrase that. I hope each and every one of you ARE HAVING 
a wonderful Christmas. May the work of Christmas continue all year long, in our hearts, in our 
church, in our world.  
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Winter Sermon Series:  “The Future of the Church in a Digital Age” 
 

 We live in a new digital age full of mobile devices, the Internet, social media, and a   
network of relationships. What does it mean to be the church in a networked world? How does 
the church integrate this new reality into the life of its ministry? How is the church to reinvent 
itself while also being faithful to the past ways we have been church? This sermon series will 
study how the Bible can guide us into being faithful witnesses to Christ in a new digital age.  
 

 Along with the sermon series, Pastor Chris will lead a 5 week class on “Technology and 
the Church” which will build on the sermons and allow us to go deeper in our understanding of 
how to begin our own “communal theological reflection on new media.” How can the church 
use technology to build up the Body of Christ, enhance the community of faith, and fulfill the 
Great Commission? The class will focus on what a  theology of technology might look like for 
this church. The digital age is here to stay. How can the church survive thrive in this new digital 
age?  
 
January 21           “The Virtual Body of Christ”                                   I Corinthians 12:12-27 
  

                We will explore the Digital Revolution happening right now and what it means for the 
church. Drawing upon Paul’s analogy of the Body of Christ, we will see that the Body of Christ 
always has been and always will be a virtual body.  
 
January 28           “Who Is My Neighbor in the Digital Age?”                          Luke 10:25-29 
 

                Building upon the previous week of the image of the church as the Body of Christ 
and the reversal of status where the weakest members gain prominence, we will ask ourselves 
what it means to live into the two greatest commandments Jesus gave us. How do we love 
God using technology? How do we love our neighbor in this digital age? How can we be the 
virtual body of Christ as we live out our faith online?  
 
February 4          “Pay Attention!”                                                                      Mark 10:46-52 
 

                Attention is a rare gift in this digital age of technological distractions. Jesus gives his 
full attention to Bartimaeus as he stops to pay attention to him, listens to his cry, asks him what 
he wants, and heals him virtually with his words. In this short story are many lessons in how 
we can use the tool of technology to heal, instead of allow technology to distract us from our 
physical surroundings. 
 
February 11        “Christ Has No Online Presence But Yours”                           John 1:1-18 
  

                The Christian church is an embodied church, after all our central believe is that the 
Word became flesh and lived among us. Incarnational theology, believe God came in the form 
of a human being, has often been used to distance the church from a disembodied technology. 
But what if we are being called to create an incarnational theology for a digital age? What 
would be some key themes? How can our church think through each of our ministries, and  
creatively, prayerfully venture out into the virtual realm? How do we individually and as a 
church faithfully live out our faith in a digital age? 
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God’s Handiwork 

Amanda Pine 

 

 I LOVE the New Year! I am always excited for making new 

resolutions, writing in a fresh calendar, and planning new and  

exciting programs! While I don’t always stick to my new year’s 

resolutions-I thought this year may be slightly different.  
 

 I am very happy to announce that Alec and I are expecting 

our first child on June 21, 2018. As such, I thought I might        

actually stick to some of my resolutions this year because          

another life form depends on it!  

 
 

 

 

 

Resolution 1: Set Aside Intentional Prayer Time 

 My prayer life could use some work-couldn’t yours?? One of the relationships that I want to 

 strengthen is my relationship with my divine creator. For this to happen, I need to put some 

 work in! I am committing, in the New Year, to spend a focused 20 minutes in prayer and  

 devotional time.  
  

Resolution 2: Exercise (not just think about it) 

 So I practice yoga a few times a week (most weeks…unless I am really busy). That is just 

 not enough! My body is my only vehicle in this world and I need to take care of it to be a 

 good steward of the resources that I have been given! I am committing, in the New Year, to 

 exercise at least 30 minutes EVERY SINGLE DAY.  
 

Resolution 3: Spend Time with My Family 

 I love my family, and I am told over and over again that once mini pine comes along, we will 

 have less time to spend with them! Or really…less time to spend on everything! I plan to  

 connect with family members at least once a week in the New Year.  
 

 You will notice that all of these resolutions are personal in nature. I tend to be a SLIGHT 

workaholic. This is great actually, because I love my vocational calling. It truly brings me energy to 

be working on projects for this congregation that exemplify God’s work in the kingdom. However, 

time for relationship is important to! What are you doing to strengthen your life this year? 
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WORSHIP MINISTRY 

Carol Bibbs, Team Leader 
 

January Worship Schedule 
 

Two worship services each Sunday in January. 

      8:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 

January 7 – Communion Sunday 

CARE MINISTRY 
Jacque Camlet & Susan Stoke, Team Leaders 

The next Care Ministry meeting is Thursday, January 11th at 6:00 p.m. 

The next meeting for the Worship Ministry is  

Monday, January 8, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.   
 

Carol Bibbs, Team Leader. Session elders serving this team include Chris Andersen, Bob Bibbs, and Jim Otto.  

We welcome your thoughts and suggestions for worship at all times.   

Guys & Gals Adult Fellowship 
 The Guys & Gals Adult Fellowship will meet on Wednesday, February 21st at noon 

for a pot luck lunch and a riveting story of seven brothers from Mathews, Virginia, who 

joined the Merchant Marines in World War II and survived the battle of German U-Boats in 

the Atlantic Ocean. The speaker will be local author of the book “The Mathews Men”,     

                                                                                        A NIGHT OF CHALLENGES FOR THE MEN AND KIDS  

5:00 on January 28 in the Fellowship Hall  
 

                                        Men, are you ready to bring the heat in a chili cook–off?    
                                                 Kids, are you ready to decorate a cake for  
                                                      the Great KGPC Baking Challenge?  
 

         Ladies, we ask that you bring corn bread or salad side to accompany the chili and sweet desserts.  
This year the men will compete in a chili cook-off and the children will decorate a cake. The cake may 
be baked with adult assistance for safety reasons. All are invited. Participation in the competition is 
not required.   
 

         Assistance with set up and clean is needed. We will set up for the event on Saturday, January 27 
at 2:00. Please contact Susan Stoke via email - smstoke@vbschools.com. On the evening of the event, 
each table is asked to select a "clean up" helper. This assistance will make clean up proceed in a timely 
manner.   

mailto:smstoke@vbschools.com
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FAITH 
FUN 

FRIENDS 

Growing  

& 

Learning 

Little Maestros 
Brings the joy of music and movement to children  
approximately 12-30 months old with a caregiver.  

 

 6 Week session: Jan. 10 –Feb 14, 2018.  

 Call the church office (340-2840) or Janet Phelps (580-5899) to register your child.  

 

 

Trinity Preschool 
    Established in 1976 

 

King’s Grant Presbyterian Church 

745 Little Neck Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
 

September 2018 School Year    

Registration begins Jan. 2, 2018 
 

 Classes for 3 and 4 year olds 

 Morning or afternoon classes (M  T  W   9 -12  & 12:30 – 3:30) 

 Experienced teachers-CPR, First Aid & MAT trained 

 Assistant teacher in each class, music teacher, Chapel teacher 

 Field trips & special programs 

 New Playground  

 Certified by the Department of Social Services 
 

Contact Info: 
 

 King’s Grant Office      757-340-2840 

 Trinity Preschool Director  Marion Mitchell 757-478-4381 
                    Thaliapreschool@gmail.com 

 

King’s Academy of Fine Arts 
 

 Add one morning of Fine Arts Fun to enrich your Preschooler’s education! 

 Art, Dance, Music 

 For 2 ½ through 5 year olds 

 Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

 Registration now open 
 

Contact Info: 
 

 King’s Grant Office     757-340-2840 

 Music Director  Janet Phelps  757-580-5899 

mailto:Thaliapreschool@gmail.com
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SERVE  MINISTRY 
Marie Garrenton, Team Leader 

. 

 Missionary Pledge Drive 2018 is underway! King’s Grant is so blessed to be able to support 4 
global and 1 local missionary. Over the next few months, each of the missionaries we support will be 
highlighted until the pledge drive concludes on April 29. Please take a few minutes each month to 
read about what the missionaries have been up to, what’s in store for 2018, and how you can       
financially support them as they are truly the hands and feet of Christ. 

“But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the    
ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify the good news of God’s grace.”           

 Acts 20:24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Serve Ministry meeting is Monday, January 15th at 7:00 p.m. 

    Reading Volunteers Needed at King’s Grant Elementary School 
 

 Some years ago, a covenant existed between King’s Grant Presbyterian Church               
and King’s Grant Elementary School that we would provide volunteer reading buddies                 
to encourage children of the importance of reading. This program existed for a number of years, 
but age and changes of persons involved changed and the program went quiet.  
 The school now would like to reenergize the program. They are hopeful that members of 
King’s Grant Presbyterian Church will share the importance of reading to want to be part of      
encouraging reading for young people. 
 The school wants to set up a reading program for kindergarten and First graders on    
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Scheduling for volunteers is flexible. 
If you are interested in this endeavor, contact: 
      Sandi Pritchard  
      King’s Grant Elementary School  
      648-2800 

Mark Hare and 
Jenny Bent
of Haiti with 
daughters 
Keila and 
Annika  

Jed and 
Jenny Koball
of Peru

Janet Guyer
of the 
Republic of 
South Africa

Maqsood 
Kamil of 
Pakistan

Jerry and 
Katherine 
Riendeau
Campus 
Crusade 
for Christ
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 Travel to the Dominican Republic June 16, 2018—June 24, 2018         

and join forces with the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Knoxville, TN and the Azua 

Lions Club to help restore the vision of hundreds of people who might otherwise never  

afford eyeglasses.  

 We need 9 volunteers from KGPC. No experience necessary! For more details, call 

or email Diane Evans. 757-636-7383 / dianedevans@aol.com 

GROW MINISTRY 
Betsy Leonard & Susan Kerr, Team Leaders 

  

     Much of Presbyterian (USA) history is tied up 

in bars. Katharina Luther, a beer brewer and wife 

to the reformer who started it all: Martin Luther, 

claimed “lean in” as her motto for a number of her 

life challenges. A convent drop out, she sought 

ways to connect God to her life on a regular     

basis. John Calvin, the father of Presbyterianism, 

was paid 250 gallons of wine annually as part of 

his salary. In fact, he said about alcohol: “…it is 

lawful to use wine not only in cases of necessity, but also thereby to make us merry.” The very 

first permanent building in the USA was a brewery, thus it makes sense that we continue   

conversations about faith with a good beer in hand.  

Join us at Wasserhund Brewing Company every Thursday beginning on                    

January 25, 2018 for conversations that will connect our faith to our lives.  

Session has approved an update to KGPC’s Safety Policy.           
This policy is designed to help protect the children and youth in our 

church. January 29, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. members of the Safety Task 
Team will lead a training for those who work with children and youth. 

Dinner will be served.  
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This month in Faith Formation… 
  

 January 7th, join us for II Samuel during the Faith Formation hour on Sunday mornings in Room 117. 

Pat Bowling and Pam Ponce will continue to lead this invigorating study about David’s adventures.  
 

 We are excited to announce that King’s Grant Presbyterian Church (KGPC) will be holding Confirmation 

Class beginning in January for 7th graders and above! If you have a 7th grader who is interested in    
being confirmed, please contact Amanda Pine (a.pine@kgpc.org) as soon as possible.  

 

 CHOW Begins January 17-February 7    5:00-5:30 Pizza Dinner   5:30-6:30 Classes  
 

 CHOW Program (Club 4/5) - Room 118. This group is designed to bridge the gap between 4th and  
               5th Grade and Youth Ministry. Children in Club 4/5 will develop long  
                                                    lasting bonds of friendship that will be fostered through fellowship,  
                                                    mission, and faith formation.  

 

 Adult Class Series: Technology and the Church— Room 117. Rev. Chris Carrasco will lead a four 
     week class that explores how technology can be used in the church to 
     further the mission of the church. No technology experience required 
     to attend this class!  

The next Grow Ministry meeting is  
Monday, January 8th at 6:30 p.m. 

Mom’s Group  
will be meeting Sunday, January 14th  during 
the 10-11 hour in the Connection point. We will 

meet the second Sunday of each month. 

 

January 17        Class #1: “What Is Past Is Prologue: Who We Were and Who We Are” 
 We will have a chance to reflect on who we are at King’s Grant Presbyterian and what we 
 value. Why do we exist and what is our purpose? What is our local churches disposition   
 toward technology in the past and how does that effect our future technological decisions? 
 

January 24        Class #2: “How Our Values Inform our Media Choices” 
 What are the dominant or core social values of the church? How can these values guide our  
 decision-making processes related to the use of technology? What’s important to us and 
 what is our purpose? 
 

January 31        Class #3: “How Do Technology Values fit with KGPC Values” 
 Have you ever thought of what values are implicit or explicit in various media? Let’s reflect 
 on those values and then compare and contrast them with KGPC values. Then we can start 
 to form a statement about how our values guide our decisions about technology. 
 

February 7        Class #4: “Technology as an Expression of Religious Identity” 
 In this final class, we will continue forming a statement about how we use technology to   
 express who we are and fulfill our vision and purpose in this world. We will combine        
 practical advice with theological justifications. 

GROW  Cont.                                                           

GROW MINISTRY     Cont. 
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Peter Lothrop       01/01  

Audrey Malagon     01/01  

Crosby Bennett      01/01  

Diane Ives          01/02  

Tom Mullenix        01/02  

Carla Settlemyer    01/04  

Alison Teague       01/04  

Betty Chidester     01/04  

Addison Webb        01/04  

Thomas Link         01/07  

Sandra Bauer        01/07  

Jessica Palatt      01/08  

Neon Chenis Moyer   01/08  

Robert Gardner      01/09  

Kay Gray Cullen     01/09  

Pat Bowling         01/09  

Joe Baden           01/11  

Brianna Sturdevant  01/12  

ELIZABETH            EVE    LYDIA 
 

 Elizabeth Circle meets in the parlor at 10:00 a.m.  
We often have lunch after the circle meeting served to us in the Connection Point by some        
awesome ladies of the church…we call them the Lunch Angels! Lunch is the same day at 11:30 
following Elizabeth Circle. 
 

 Eve Circle is at 7:15 p.m. in the Parlor/Connection 
 

 Lydia Circle will be meeting at Claudia Hudgens 7:30 p.m. Jan. 9, 2018 
   

Circles meet on the second Tuesday of the month.  
 If you need more information, contact Georgia Jones (757-463-7262) or Eva Rice (757-340-2472).  

                                            REMINDER                                           Theme: Breathe                                             

             WILD WOMEN WEEKEND: January 19-21, 2018  
                                 at Kipotopeke State Park.                                            
   

A weekend away with your Sisters in Christ, relaxing, reacquainting,  
   relinquishing the worries of home life to “breathe” with God!   
                       Money is due for the retreat to Julie by Jan. 15.  

Day trippers still Welcome!   
(cost $40 for 2 nights, $20 for one night and $10 for day visitors) 

Looking forward to a wonderful weekend! 
For more info contact Julie Seipel (mseipel@aol.com) 

Marti Burke         01/16  

Eva Rice            01/16  

Bill Bowling        01/16  

Kyle Restrepo       01/16  

Jennifer Baden      01/18  

Trevor Woolbright  01/19  

Jacque Camlet       01/20  

Ashley Carlton      01/20 

Kevin Wilson     01/22 

Grant Phelps     01/23 

Jacalyn Webb     01/25 

Nancy Good       01/27 

Alexa Diton      01/27 

Neal McNulty     01/29 

Ron Young        01/29 

Kelly O'Donnell  01/29 

Cody Leonard     01/29 

Jon Blackwell    01/30 

mailto:mseipel@aol.com
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The next Property meeting is Monday, January 8th at 2 p.m. 
 

A friendly reminder...Please do not prop open doors before, during or after an event. THANK YOU!  

CONNECT MINISTRY  

Bob Larose, Team Leader 
 

The next Connect ministry meeting is Thursday, January 4th at 6:30 p.m.  

EQUIP  MINISTRY 
Personnel—Kimberly Vaughn, Leader 

The next Personnel meeting is                        
Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at 6 p.m. 

EQUIP  MINISTRY 
Property—Gay Aridas, Leader 

EXTRA ..EXTRA..READ ALL ABOUT IT!...  
    

 2018 Giving Envelopes:  Giving envelopes for 2018 are in the Connection Point. 
 

 January 30th 7 p.m.—BOOK CLUB— The Crucible by Arthur Miller, books available through 

Julie Seipel  
 

 RENT A TEEN! 

 Rent a KGPC Youth for the odd jobs around the house, so the youth can raise money for our  

 Summer trips! Middle school youth are attending the Massanetta Middle School conference in 

 June, and high school youth are attending the Montreat Youth Conference in July. 
 

Yard work—Babysitting—Pet sitting—Holiday decoration take down—Or…? 
 

 If you have a need, contact Becky Otto (rotto2@cox.net) for grades 6-9 or Suzy Farley 

 (suzyfarley@yahoo.com) for grades 10-12 to find a teen or teens who are able to help! 

                           

SESSION 
The next Session meeting is Monday,  January 22nd at 7:00 p.m.  

 

LEADERSHIP 
The next Session meeting is Tuesday, January 16th at 6:15 p.m.  
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Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri.  Sat. 

 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 
 

3 
6:30- Prayer   
         Breakfast 
9- KAFA 

4 
 
 

 9- KAFA 
 
 6:30-Connect 
    Ministry Mtg. 

5 6 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
6– Youth      
     Fellowship 

8 
  9:30– Quilters 
12:30—Lunch 
             Bunch 
  2—Property  
        Mtg. 
 

  6:30—Worship  
      Ministry Mtg. 
  6:30—Grow 
      Ministry Mtg.       

9 
 

CIRCLES: 
 10:00 a.m.- 
            Elizabeth  
7:15 p.m.- Eve 
7:30 p.m.- Lydia 
         @ Claudia 
            Hudgens 
 
 

10 
6:30- Prayer   
         Breakfast 
9- KAFA 
9:50-   Little 
         Maestros 

11 
 

9- KAFA 
 
6:30—Care  
    Ministry Mtg. 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 
Martin Luther 
King Birthday 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 
7-Serve Ministry 
    Mtg. 
 
 

16  
         
 
 
 
 

6:15—  
Leadership Mtg.  
  

17 
6:30- Prayer   
       Breakfast 
9- KAFA 
9:50-   Little 
         Maestros 
 

CHOW  Starts 
5:00-5:30  
     Pizza Dinner    

5:30-6:30-  
     Classes  

18 
 
 
9- KAFA 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
WILD WOMEN 

20 
 
 
 
 

RETREAT 

21 
 
 
 
WILD WOMEN 

22 
  9:30– Quilters 
12:30—Lunch 
             Bunch 
 
7—SESSION 

23 
 
 
 
6-Personnel 
    Mtg. 

24 
6:30- Prayer   
         Breakfast 
9- KAFA 
9:50-   Little 
         Maestros 
 
5-CHOW   

25 
 

 
9- KAFA 

26 
 
 

 
 

27 
10-Presbytery 
      Mtg. 
 

 

2– Marty    
     Martinez    
     Memorial    
     Service 

28 
 
 
5- Cake Bake &  
    Chili Cook-off 

29 
  9:30– Quilters 
12:30—Lunch 
             Bunch 
 
6-Safety   
   Training &     
   Dinner 

30 
 
 
 
 
7-Book Club 

31 
6:30- Prayer   
         Breakfast 
9- KAFA 
9:50-   Little 
         Maestros 
 
5-CHOW   

   


